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A friend in Oaklanp Cal. wrote me that he had
received a word from cable operators [who take the
Review at Guam, Honolulu and Manila] that Tokio
says a proclmation has been issued by the Mikado
that Katayama will not be allowed to attend the
Stockholm Conference.
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THE HEIMIN

OCTOBER 1917, No. 13,

THE HEIMIN is a sole organ of Japanese socialists in
America, edited and published by S. Katayama, It is a mon-
thly devoted to the interest of workers and socialists in
America and Japan. We stand for the new International.
Subsecription price; one year 50 cents, single copy 5 cents.

DIPLOMATS’ JAPAN AND THE WORKERS' REAL
JAPAN,

Much has been written on Japan and the things Japanese
during the past few weeks in dailies’and magazines through-
out America. This is entirely due to the presence of the
Japanese War Mission. But we are here chiefly concerned
with socialistic and labor problems. We quote only a few
iines on the condition of Japan presented before the Amer-
ican public by Dr. Toyokichi Iyenaga, the paid press agent
of the Japanese Government, which appeared in the New
York Herald September 2, 1917:

“We are fighting to make the reign of democracy safe
in the world and save it form becoming the slave of auto-
cracy. Here I must be permitted to define democracy as 1
construe it to be. Democracy is no synonym for republic
or a constitutional monarchy, democracy is enthroned in
the country where social equality instead of feudal aristo-
cracy prevails; where one’s real merits count more than rank
of family pedigree; where every individual has the right to
the full enjoyment of “life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness” and is no slave of a dominant caste; where “right”
rules over “might” and militarism is not the controlling
force—in short, where justice, liberty, equality and humanity
are made the basic principles of the State.”

A pen prostitute can write anything convenient, just as
a girl prostitute can say anything to her passing companion!
Toyokichi’s Japan exists only in diplomatic phrases to de-
ceive the American public. A shadow of what the wise Dr.
says does not exist in present Japan, especially under the
present Terauchi Ministry. If there is a freedom for wor-
kers in Japan, it is only the freedom to be exploited and to
starve.

The Workers’ real Japan is not what Toyokichi describes
so eloquently. Japan’s dominant caste is that of bureaucrats
and her controlling force is militarism. He says “we are
fighting to make the reign of democracy safe in the world.”
But every attempt to emancipate workers is suppressed.
There is no labor or socialist movement allowed, therefore
there is no labor union in Japan. Every paper and every
book on the socialist movement is suppressed. Books on
liberal views are not allowed to be published or to be im-
ported. Japan’s autocracy is worse than that of Germany.
The latter has universal suffrage, working people’s insur-
ance and labor unions, while Japan has none of these.

To support my views which are, of course, based on
sound facts, I shall quote a few lines from an American
writer:

“Japan’s vast, autocratic, jingoistic imperialism, flushed
with the economic conquest of China, and exploiting that
limitless power for the benefit of its own marvelous system
of aggressive and ambitious imperialism will constitute a
danger to the world’s liberal civilizations far greater—be-
cause far more extreme and harmful—than that of Ger-
many is . . ..” By Mr. G. L. Harding in the N. Y. Call on
September 23, 1917.

The oft quoted phrase—Japan is the Prussia of the Far
East—needs some qualifications, already mentioned, for the
analogy is not complete by any means. It is true only as
far as it goes in a military and autocratic sense.

Japan’s bureaucrats followed eagerly Bismarck’s iron
and blood policy in the internal administration. Japan, in-
deed, adopted the worst parts of the German government,
such as conscription, police rule and the three class system
of election. So far they have succeeded with them. We want
a change, we want a revolution!
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EFFECT OF PRESENT WAR ON JAPAN.

Japan is getting rich on account of the European War.
Mcre than two thousand millionaires have sprung up on
account of the war industries. Our capitalists are making
enormous profits, as much as three hundred per cent. The
gold reserves have increased more than three times since
the beginning of the war, consequently prices of things have
also very much mcreased The index numbers of food stuffs
increased from 125 to 168 in the past three years. But wages
of labor, during the same period, increased from an average
daily wage of $0.366 to $0.3785; only 3.4 per cent., and this
in the city of Osaka, the very centre of industry, The income
tax was mcreased 22 per cent. during the same period, which
means increased incomes to the rich, while the workers get
little ‘'over 3 per cent. more wages, but are compelled to pay
33 per cent. more for their food. Japan is not the place to-
day ‘“‘where every individual has the right to the full enjoy-
ment of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” as Dr.
‘foyokichi says!

LABOR STRI¥ES IN INCREASE

In spite of oppresive police rules our workers began to
revolr against the brutal capitalists. They have no previous
organization, but are organizing secretly in order to strike
iy wore and more, The Oriental Economist, Tokyo,
gives increasing numbers of strikes since 1907. Last year
Lu> strikes with 8,413 strikers. ‘Lhis year, up to August 1,
there were reported some 30 strikes with 21,136 strikers.
‘ine Economist says that there must be many more strikes
not reported. 1t says that our government officers, especially
capitaiists, are shailow and bigotted in their views. Many of
wem stili hold that the principle of old feudalism—masters
and servants—is the best to govern the relations between
Jabor and capital. 10 compei a patlent subjection and un-
queat ioned obedience is considered as the only way of safe
hiving ror thie workers. The nght of the worker is never
rewgn.zcd by them. The recent increase of strikes is caused
by the hLigh cost of living and the shameless exploitation of
profiteers who have not the least consideration for the wel-
fare of the workers. These conflicts once started will con-
t'nu::‘ even after the war, and will increase in size and mag-
nitude.
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“Shinshakai” (New Society) has been edited by Comrade
Sakoi with the aid of a few comraces; it will ci ange its staff.
Herecafter Comrade Arahata will assume the chiei editorship
with three other comrades, who will devote their time to the
paper, namely: K, Yamazakl M. Yoshikawa and M. Wala-
nabe; the former editors, Sakai, Yamakawa and Tokobatake,
wiil cooperate with them.

Comrade Arahata is a young Socialist, who has been
active for many years and whose great passion is the eman-
cipation of the working class. His convincing style of writ-
ing has always been an msplratxon to the workers, while
greatly feared by the capitalists. Shmshakal needs an ener-
getic and able man like him. It requtres a wise tact to beat
the rigid censor and at the same time to educate, to agitate
and to convince the workers. Comrade Arahata is just the
man to meet this difficult task. We hope there is a great
future in store for him,

HEIMIN BIYOIN (Proletarian Hospital).

This is the tit'e given to the social work of Comrade Dr.
T. Kato, whose social medical work has ever been growing
in size and influence. He has on an average 1,750 patients,
in four p'aces, namely Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya and Osaka
Last year there were altogether 421,900 patients, although
the places. except Tokyo, have been run only part of the
year, namely, Yokohama started in Scpthmh»r 1916, Osaka
December 1916, and Nagoya July 1917. If the present rate
is kept up they will amount to 628,750 patients a year. Com-
rade Kato hkas just started a grcat soc’al institute with the
Heimin Blyom as a nucleus, a sort of the Maison du Peuple
in Brussels. At present he is trying to raise $500,000 to
carry on the work on a business basis.

NOTICE TO THE READERS.

We arc sorry to znnounce that we have to find a new
office in New York, meanwhile all communications concerning
The Heimin should be addressed to “S. Katayama, care of
Mr. S. J. Rutgers, 30 Church Street, New York, N. Y.”
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